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Groping Forward,
Never Give Up!

Prof. Hisao Ishibuchi (A /A%) was born in Kumamoto, Japan on February 7, 1968.
After completing his MS studies on Precision Mechanics in Kyoto University in
1987, he had been with Osaka Prefecture University for 30 years. Currently he is a
Chair Professor at the Department of Computer Science and Engineering, Southern
University of Science and Technology, Shenzhen, China. His research interests
include evolutionary multiobjective optimization, fuzzy rule-based systems and
evolutionary games.

SUSTech Student News Agency

After entering his office, we gave Professor Ishibuchi our magazine as a small gift. He seemed very happy, then opened it
and found the interview of professor Xin Yao.

"Oh, it is his story. The clever man." He said excitedly.

"Yes! And today we are listeners to your story."

"My story ? "He smiled and took out a piece of paper to draw a rough map of Japan.

Confusion before passion

"A small village in Kumamoto, have you ever heard of Kumamoto?" He circled out the eastern area on the map. "Oh, but
you must know this bear." The famous bear, we called it Kumamon bear. Regarding to his hometown, he seemed to have lots of
things to say," During the winter, I enjoyed skiing in Japan."

He comes from a small village in Kumamoto, which only has a population of 6,000. The number is even smaller than the
number of pigs in that village. The little boy, who was shorter than most kids, just followed instructions and never thought
seriously about what his future would be like.

"I went to Kyoto University just because my girlfriend said it was a good choice when I was a final-year (p.s., third-year)
student in high school," he was a little embarrassed, "And I chose my major, Mechanical Engineering, just because it is the
largest department, and it’s future stable."

"First, when I was a second-second year student, she suggested me Kyushu University. So I had prepared for the entrance
examination of Financial Engineering Department of Kyushu University, which is not far away from my hometown. Then
she suddenly changed her suggestion to Kyoto University. So I started to prepare for the entrance examination of Mechanical
Engineering Department of Kyoto University in my final year in high school.” Kyoto University did not have Financial
Engineering Department.

Just like most of us did, professor Ishibuchi had a few years struggling in confusion and worries about future.

After six years study at Kyoto University, he graduated with a Master degree in mechanical engineering. And by that time,
he just wanted to get a job in the banks.

"It was my professor who changed my life. He thought I should continue to be at the academia (instead of going to the
financial industry). Then he called his friend in Industrial Engineering Department of Osaka Prefecture University to let me be
an Research Associate. At that time in Japan, the position of Research Associate was a full-time permanent position, which was
equivalent to the position of Assistant Professor."

After finishing his studies related to optimization in Industrial Engineering, he began to study artificial intelligence, where

he finally found his interest. "Since I found my interest, [ have been full of energy and never get tired."

In the snow P
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« Skiing
Took the chance, made the change

After his student life came to an end, he stayed and worked in Osaka Prefecture University for more than 30 years. "Almost
everyone thought that I would stay there until I retire." He smiled as a child, "Then I came here. A big change in my life."

"Xin Yao is my friend. He invited me to come here to give an invited talk at a conference." When recalling on his first
impression of SUSTech, he smiled and just said "hot". He picked up his schedule, "In fact it is very normal, I always make
speeches in many places all over the world."

"But actually, this time was quite different. He is a clever man. During the conference, he asked me for help!" Professor
Ishibuchi made a face and laughed.

Two months after the conference (which was in late October), Xin Yao led him to pay a visit to SUSTech’s Department of
Computer Science and Engineering, which was newly established by then.just being set up. Xin Yao also introduced him to the
school authoratives. “At that time, I was shocked, because there are only 7 or 8 professors in the department." He put the smile
away, "He showed me his sincerity and I knew he did need my help."

He shook his head, said "But the change is too big to me, you know I stayed in Osaka for more than 30 years, my family live

there and I am used to live there." He gently sighed, "Well, finally, I am here."

Stranger in strange land

"Difference? Quite different." He drew a graph to show differences in the economic trend between China and Japan, "Here I
could get more support. I have enough money for research and also have students to give me a hand. It is quite good for me. |
have the chance to do what I want." he said proudly.

As we were talking about his daily life here, he began to rummaged through his pockets for something, then he took out a
piece of paper with his current address written in Chinese, "I could not speak Chinese, so every time I take a taxi I only can
show this to the driver. Unfortunately, sometimes they bring me to the wrong place, so I could only call my secretary and ask
for help." He lowered the voice, "I stay here alone, without my family. When I was ill, I felt bad. And when I have free time, I
have nothing to do. You know, I can’t understand what they are talking about when I open television. My life here is the same
every day, from my room to my office and the student hall."For the first time in the interview, the air seemed to stand still. At
that instant, we felt very relatable to his loneliness yet we could not find a word to comfort him. It is still too hard for us to

imagine leaving a place where you had stayed for thirty years and trying to fit in a completely new environment.

BIRIFETA]  SUSTech Student News Agency

"Seemed a little terrible? But the fact it is that I can do exercise to relax." He smiled, though we could tell he is still a bit
trapped in that blue side he just showed. "And here, I can do my research better. My secretary will help me with everything.
One more thing, I can easily go back to Osaka, which is a three-hour flight from Shenzhen."

This time, he smiled from his heart. Indeed, living alone here with occasional problems sounds a little sad, but things do
not always turn out badly. Wherever he goes, he carries his dream and family’s support. What’s more, here in SUSTech, he
received respects and love from both colleagues and students.

Worth it. Maybe Professor Ishibuchi will agree with this description of his life here.

Thousand Talents Program

When we congratulated him on being successfully included in the Thousand Talents Program, he seemed a little bit
embarrassed , "Thank you very much! To tell you the truth, when I applied for it, I didn’t know what it was. My secretary and
our department helped me apply for it. Even when I knew that I was included, I did not know exactly what it was. Only after
my secretary explaining did I find how lucky I was."

To be continued...

Getting more supports, Professor Ishibuchi works hard every day on his research.

Hisao is still on the way......

Some suggestions to the young about choosing major

"Interest is the most important thing. If you haven’ t found the one you are interested in, try to
listen to the person who is experienced. Though the popular department is always changing, no one
will know whether your choice is right, but the possibility that they predict correctly is higher. A simple
suggestion is to choose a rapidly growing field, which may be very interesting (like Shenzhen, which is a

rapidly growing city)."

Written by  Lingqi Li

Interviewing Prof. Ishibuchi »
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"Education is

Lifelong and Worldwide"

y educational journey to
MSUSTech has taken me across
the world, from the peaks of JiriSan in
South Korea to the Great Rift Valley
in Ethiopia. Along the way I have
worked and taught with countless
interesting people, including Nuns in
Nonsan and Diplomats in Addis Ababa,
each reflecting upon me the beauty of
cultural diversity shared through the

common language of learning.

During my undergraduate studies, |
had the opportunity to travel, in 2007
and 2008 respectively, to Mexico
to do cross-cultural educational
research, once in Nogales and once
in Oaxaca. In this land of a thousand
stars, I studied migrant education,
trying to understand the complexities
surrounding the motives why people
would leave their homelands in search
of a better tomorrow, whether they be
for economic, political, or scholastic
reasons. [ didn’t know then that I
too, through this platform of global
education, would follow along a similar
path, leaving behind the comforts of
California for the experiences which
lied beyond that great blue Pacific

Ocean.

In 2009 I moved overseas, leaving
behind North America for my first

stint in Asia, teaching English in South
FIRFA]  SUSTech Student News Agency

Korea. The Land of the Morning Calm

welcomed me with a kindness I had

never experienced before, called a

foreigner in name only, while in reality :

I was treated as one of their own. The
personal and professional relationships
I established then I still rely upon now;
a testament to the people of Korea and

the warmth with which they nurtured

me. It was while in Korea where I

learned to understand the intersection
of culture and acclimation, going on
weekly adventures into the peninsula,
trekking up national mountains or

enjoying the warm hot springs. 1

simultaneously fell in love with the

metropolis of Seoul while at the same

time found solace in the villages of

Chungcheongnam-Do, each offering :

me a new element of life breathed in

with that fiery Soju. I remained in

by Matthew Jellick

front of classes delivering lectures, but
the truth is that I became a student of
Korea, embracing its rich history while
simultaneously standing in amazement
at its boundless future. The sleepy
suburbs of Orange County or the
placated cities like Portland couldn’t
compare to the speed which I saw in
Korea, a new vision I was witnessing
through lenses I had never tried on
before, but which I found, fit me
perfectly.

One of the interesting things about
living overseas is that it goes to
redefine your perception of home, able
to view it from a different perspective.
It was by providence through which
I ended up in Korea; an uneasy sense

of restlessness growing inside me

Matthew with his Korean colleagues ¥

Matthew with his Korean students in New Zealand A

while I lived in the United States,
which somehow manifested itself
through applying to jobs in a country
I knew little about. Yet looking back
on that decision, it was perhaps the
single most important one of my life,
encouraged from a young age by my
parents to travel, and still supported by
them to continue chasing my dreams,
wherever they may lead. My move
to Korea increased my professional
development, but perhaps more
importantly, it expanded my worldview.
It was during my five years in Korea
where I began to earnestly write,
sharing my experiences through travel
articles and getting more serious
academic-based pieces published in
local magazines and newspapers,

something I continue to do now, nearly

a decade later in China. The words I
transcribed seemed to flow effortlessly
as they were mere reflections of
my thoughts, then as now, positive
experiences from these magical places.
On long weekends I would fly to cities
such as Cebu, Bali or even Vladivostok,
incessant in my desire to see as many
countries as possible, finding beauty
in the absurd, and satisfaction in the
delicious. The contrasting cultures of
Asia mesmerized me, from the clothes
to the faiths and from the music to
the foods, each one unique in its own
individuality, writing their own stories
of which I simply played a part. Yet
upon each return flight to Incheon
Airport, I never felt any remorse, as |
was coming home to a Korea which

continued to be new to me, whimsical

, Fadetdubdite
P g

in its eccentricities and sometimes
absurd in its distinctiveness. It’s what
kept me there for five years and why
when it came time, it was so difficult to

leave.

After enough memories to last a
lifetime from my experiences in Asia,
I wanted to challenge myself both
personally and professionally, looking
for a new opportunity which was as
unique as I was. Complacency can
subtly disrupt ambition and I wanted
to be careful to follow up my growth
in Korea with something that tested
my resolve as an individual and as a
teacher. Applying to a competitive
program, I was accepted as an English
Language Fellow, working on behalf

of the US Embassy in Ethiogia for a
2018 2004 #
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A With the ambassadors to Ethiopia and the African Union

two-year program which placed me at
universities across the country, teaching
English to students and Methodology
and Pedagogy to teachers. The single
greatest “experience” of my life,
while at the same time being the most
difficult thing I have ever done, those
two years in Ethiopia taught me more
about myself than I could have ever
anticipated. Yet like the people I met in
Korea, the kindness of the Ethiopians
knew no bounds, welcoming me into
their communities with open arms and

warm hearts.

Within an Ethiopian educational
context, I quickly discovered that
learning outside of the classroom
seemed to have a longer lasting impact
on the students. While we met weekly
for our prescribed classes, it was our
trips to Gender Empowerment Art
Exhibitions, Sports through Diplomacy
Programs, and Poetry Workshops
which meant more to these students,

FIRFA]  SUSTech Student News Agency

most of whom were the first in their
families to receive a tertiary education.
I was the first foreigner they had ever
had as a teacher, and I felt that it was
my responsibly to not only teach
them English but to expand their
cultural awareness as well, giving
them ownership over their future and
options from which to choose their
direction. By all accounts, Ethiopia is
a developing nation, and my role there
as a Fellow was to instill notions of
pride, empowerment and ambition into
the minds of the students and teachers
I worked with. These practices in turn
taught me not only about the context
I was working in, but also the context

from which I came.

An advantage to working overseas is
that I get to experience opportunities
which would be hard to come by if |
was teaching in a California school
district. In Ethiopia, these were

manifested through outreach I did

with local communities, including
volunteer teaching at a Mosque school,
organizing a $500,000 book donation
to my university, and bringing my
students to see President Obama
speak at the African Union. While my
teaching contract stipulated that I teach
20 hours a week in the classroom, I was
able to excel because I quickly learned
that true education takes place outside
the confines of campus, where reality
shows both sides of its nature. For my
students, these opportunities gave them
sustainable learning experiences which
will last long after I have moved on and
provided them with the tools to build
a future in which they can continue to

help lead their country.

During my two years in Africa, the
Asian countries I used to travel to were
replaced by trips to Djibouti, Kenya
and Burkina Faso, each of which I
was able to present at international
conferences, highlighting my work
in Ethiopia from a socio-linguistic
perspective. Yet it was at the 2016
TESOL (Teaching English to Speakers
of Other Languages) Conference in the
United States, presenting on Gender
Identity in an Ethiopian Context where
my road to SUSTech was paved. This
preeminent conference in our field
had attracted the Center for Language
Education (CLE), and I decided to
sit down for an interview, explaining
myself and my viewpoints on teaching.
With a return flight to Africa to finish
my Fellowship, a future in Asia was
once again dancing around in my head,
interested to find out more about not
only SUSTech, but Shenzhen.

As part of an Embassy program, two

years was the maximum time I could
spend in Ethiopia, so I agreed to
come to China, excited about a new
opportunity in a country I had only
visited once on vacation (Beijing,
2010). Tarrived at SUSTech in the Fall
of 2016, and in the time since, have
once again been welcomed by a student
body and administration which wants to
learn, while at the same time, is happy
to share knowledge. Teaching both
students and staff, I have tried to instill
many of the lessons I learned while
living in Korea and Ethiopia, from
authentic learning in the classroom
to extended opportunities outside of
campus. Over the course of nearly two
years, | have worked with students in
the English-Speaking Club and also
started a Staff English Book Club, both
examples of education which doesn’t
have to be from a prescribed format.
Similarly, I have been honored to work
on International Student recruitment,
a firm believer that multiculturalism
in the classroom is a benefit to all;
broadening the scope of dialogue
which can take place and strengthening

the bonds between differing ideas.

I continue to write about my
experiences, having numerous articles
printed in the local English newspaper,
The Shenzhen Daily, highlighting the
work I am doing at SUSTech, and
even helped one of my Sophomore
students get an article published as
well. Traveling remains an important
aspect of my time abroad, visiting
Malaysia, Cambodia and Singapore
since arriving in Shenzhen, cognizant
that Asia is multifaceted, with each

country a piece of a complex puzzle.

The conversations I have and the

lessons I give are a reflection not of

me as an American, rather as a global
educator, combining my experiences
from across the globe and transmitting
them through a platform of inclusion,

including aspects from China, too.

The direction which SUSTech is on is
one of rapid transformation into one
of the leading research universities
in the world, and I am privileged
to be a part of the process. It is my

hope that through my teaching I am

A Matthew with SUSTech students

able to instill in this community of
learners the knowledge necessary for
a successful future in which they get
to make decisions which will, quite
literally, affect the world. I am grateful
to be able to share my story here, for
as long as it may seem, is only one
small chapter of my life, complex
as it is interesting. The conflux of
teaching and travel has given me these
opportunities and continued to remind
me that Education is Lifelong and
Worldwide!

. l“‘ !

/ Qﬁémwﬁﬁ‘:

V Matthew wuth the SUSTech Staff English Book Club
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