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Wang Zhenzhen:

"Be Inspired by Our Daily Life"

Ass a sophomore at Southern University of Science and
Technology (SUSTech), Wang Zhenzhen has created a series

of science fiction pieces. He usually finds his inspiration
in his daily reading or study. Instead of concentrating on
advanced technology or magic thinking, Wang combines his
concerns for ordinary people with his imagination, making

his work outstanding.

DAILY DETAILS ARE THE TRIGGERS
In his high school days, Wang Zhenzhen discovered his

talent in writing because his argumentive essay drafts
always received higher marks than his classmates. He
seldom worried about his oral English grade, so filled with
confidence he began creating his own stories in the spare
time. Wang Zhenzhen’s interest of science fiction emerged in
his childhood. He often lost himself in Jules Verne works like

Vingt mille lieues les mers and De la Terre a la Lune.

After entering SUSTech, his science fiction skills advanced
dramatically through taking creative writing courses by
Dr. Liu Yang and Professor Wu Yan. Wang told us that he
can immerse himself in a fantastic circumstance and enjoy
science fictions creating freely because of these distinguished

teachers.

When we talked about his inspirations, Wang Zhenzhen
stated that most of them come from his daily life. He never
actively searches for inspiration, but observes them from his
surroundings. Sometimes he reads news from WeChat, such
as 1Guokr, GQ Report, and Principal. When he is struck by
some of those reports, he would transfer these stories into the
background of his story and then started writing. Sometimes
he would just chat with his roommate casually, being

enlightened by different concepts from different people.

BRI SUSTech Student Press

Wang Zhenzhen published his science fiction, The Song of
Mine in Science Fiction World

Wang generally reads science fiction in order to recreate
classical characteristics or settings. His favorite book is Light
of Other Days by Bob Shaw. While it is a short novel, it
moved him a lot. Wang also recommends a series of excellent
science-fiction movies and video games, which illustrate the

grand vision of our future.

As an imaginative person, Wang proposes scenarios based on
scientific theories. From technological innovation to social
revolution, he generally constructs an outline of his science

fiction, and then turned it to the truth.

REFLECT OUR SOCIETY WHILE
IMAGINING THE FUTURE

Wang Zhenzhen has written three representative works:
The Song of Mine, Her Funeral, Bike Next Door. The Song
of Mine based on the situation in rural areas of Yunnan, in
which people have suffered a lot from landmines. Since it
seems far away from our daily peaceful life, Wang believed
that such kind of setting might shock readers by displaying
the huge difference.

When Wang Zhenzhen took the course Science Fiction
Writing instructed by Dr. Liu Yang, he proposed an
interesting development of time-travel machine. He reflected
that if this machine was created by an ordinary individual
rather than the whole country, what would happen in the

future?



Another topic in this class is if Chang’e No.12 will land on

the moon and discover that there is a tractor suspending only
several meters away, what might the tractor be? After the
class, Wang combined his thought about these two questions
and started writing Bike Next Door. He hoped to use his

science fiction to surprise his readers.

Wang Zhenzhen pay lot of attention to moral and ethics in
our society, particularly in the current world. In his work
Her Funeral, he not only considered artificial intelligence
(Al), but also reflected on the problems relating to Al that we
might face in the far future. He contemplated two possible
circumstances where there is either no need to work or no
opportunity to work. If there is no need to work we should
think about how to restrict and control Al based on morality
and ethics. As for the latter situation, we need to work

towards avoiding it.

FOLLOW YOUR HEART REASONABLY

In the spare time, Wang Zhenzhen enjoys taking part in some
social activities related to science fiction. South of the Five
Ridges science fiction Salon is an organization founded by
the sci-fic fans in Shenzhen. The salon has attracted a lot
of amateur fans and professional authors, where they have

shared some fantastic books and exchanging their views.

Wang Zhenzhen
in the interview

Wang joined in the preshow club organized for Wandering
the Earth at the end of 2018. Apart from talking with science-
fiction fans, he won a game about writing and awards

provided by some science-fiction bookstores.

On 23rd November, China Association for Science and
Technology hosted the 2018 China Science Fiction
Conference in Shenzhen. Wang Zhenzhen attended ten sub-
forums at that weekend, meeting a lot of science-fiction
authors and learnt a lot about contemporary science fiction
in China. Wang enjoyed these activities and raised his

enthusiasm to writing science fiction.

As for his future plans, Wang Zhenzhen dreams to be a
professional author but still hold concerns about the science-
fiction market in China. Wang candidly admitted that he is
still at the threshold of writing science fiction, while having
a clear passion for it. He will prioritize his study and try to
write various types of science fictions before finding out the

most attractive one.

Interview: Yigiu Wu, Anting Pan
Photo: Jiaqi Liu

Text: Starry

Proofread: Chris Edwards, Anting Pan
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e College in Cambridge

Life in Cambridge

A Landscape about the paradise of learning,
studying, and living

By Andy

"How’s the weather today?"

This may be one of the most popular greetings in the UK. The United Kingdom is a country with pleasant climate. It is neither
too hot in summer nor too cold in winter. In my opinion, summer should be the best season. It features long periods of sunshine
and mild temperature below 30° C. It is definitively a good season to do everything - hiking, sports and traveling. It may
not be a good time for study, because you need to prepare your final exam intensively while there are so many fun activities
surrounding you! However, winter time in the UK can be cold and dark. The sun rises after 8am and there are usually cloudy
and windy days. The temperature is around 2° C in England but may drop below 0° C in Scotland. The best thing to do in
winter is probably staying in your heated room and sleeping, or enjoying a cup of tea. The worst thing is getting up in the
morning and cycling to attend the lecture at 9am. This may be the reason why many students disappear from lectures in winter,

particularly with the advent of video recorded lectures.

BRI SUSTech Student Press



English cuisine is well-known, but it is not the most exciting cuisine in the world! The best known one must be fish and chips,
although I am not very fond of it since it’s too oily. English staples are wheat and potatoes and there are many different forms
of them! Wheat can be made into noodles or pasta while potatoes can be fried, steamed, grilled or mashed. When it comes to
meat, British usually have chicken, pork and beef. They are not interested in seafood since they are lazy to get rid of bones. But
salmon is popular since it can be sliced into boneless fillets which can then be grilled or steamed. As a student in Cambridge, I

often have my meals in my college buttery where prices are reasonable and the quality is adequate.

Every Friday,
Cambridge students
can enjoy Fish and
Chips in their college
buttery.

The bread, butter and chocolate provided before
meal
in the Dowing College's Formal

If you come here, you may be a little disappointed with
the public transportation in the UK. Although the railway
system was born in the UK, it is not satisfactory. Delays
are common and ticket prices are high. Trains are slow and
there is only one high speed railway with a maximum speed
of 200 km per hour. In addition, the underground system in
London is no better than the rail system. Sitting in a narrow,
noisy and swaying carriage, it is not a pleasant journey. Cars
are obviously the most popular transportation and almost
every family owns a car. Of course, there are many people

who choose a greener way: cycling!

The University of Cambridge has its departments and colleges spread out the whole Cambridge city. Thankfully, the city of Cambridge
itself is not particularly large, and it usually takes 10 minutes to cycle from one site to another. There are 31 colleges here which are
homes to students. They enroll students, organize tuition and provide accommodation and support for students. Different colleges have
different characteristics. Some have very beautiful chapels with a long history. Some own bars and gyms. Some provide hotel-standard
accommodation while some offer free laundry service. Unusually, three colleges only admit women and two only admit postgraduate

students.

Formal dinner is a highlight of college life at Cambridge. It is a three-course meal served in a beautiful dining hall where all attendants
need to wear suits or gowns. Gowns are black long loose garment with unique patterns of different colleges on sleeves. Diners sit along

long tables with candles and wines placed on.
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It is a formal event with many strict rules, including
no phones, no photography, and leaving only after
fellows have left. It is also a social and relaxing
event, with diners chatting while enjoying the
delicious food. There are also special themes of
formals. For example, the Harry Potter Formal at

Homerton College has real owls flying around.

Academic studies generally take place outside the
college. Students need to go to different departments
for their lectures and labs. Typically, lectures run
from Monday to Friday. However, Natural Sciences
students and Mathematics students also have lectures
on Saturdays. Apart from lectures, students need to
attend supervisions, which are one-to-two or one-
to-three meetings between students and a supervisor
who is an academic in your course. The number of
supervisions per week is around three and it will vary
depending on the subject. Supervision provides the
chance for students to solidify their understanding

and clarify their questions about the course.

There are three terms and three vacations in one
academic year. Christmas and Easter vacations last
about one and a half month while summer vacation
lasts about three months, which means students only
study half of the year! During vacations, students
usually do volunteering or internship. However, on
the Easter vacation, students will spend their time

revising for their final exam.

Apart from study, there are many extracurricular
activities which make for a colorful student life.
There are over 900 societies at Cambridge, including
sports, drama, food, games, music, and literacy. There
are also quirky ones like the Cambridge Assassins'
Guild and the Harry Potter Society. You can always
find the one that fits you! During weekends and
especially after exams, you can see students

wandering around bars, drinking and socializing.

Formal Hall in Clare College



Lime & herb scented crab
with quinoa and edamame
salad, avocado & salty fingers
in Formal Dinner

Bars and pubs are an essential part of British culture, and are the most popular places to socialize. People go to bars to have a

party, to search new friends or just to relax. The bar in my college is in a cellar and it has subdued lighting, rhythmic music,

a cozy environment and reasonable priced drinks. There are also many sport centers in the city and rowing along the River

Cam was quite enjoyable. Each college and each department has its own library and the University Library has all the books

published in the UK. It is always possible to find a pleasant place to read books or study.Generally speaking, Cambridge is a
wonderful place with remarkable academic environment and a pleasant, vivid life here.

Text: Andy

Photo: Andy

Proofread: Chris Edwards, Tracyin

The old court of Clare College
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