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“SUSTech has achieved great heights during
her first decade. On this auspicious occasion, I wish
that it will continue to prosper and grow. I also wish
that the university continues contributing to society
through research, outreach, and, most importantly, by
shaping future leaders. I hope that my humble efforts
and contributions would be able to help achieve this
vision. Happy 10th—anniversary SUSTech, keep moving

forward.”
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“How Tomorrow Could
Ever Follow Today”

There’s a ramp at Los Angeles International Airport, where,
after passing through security, it exits to rise at ground level and
the people there, waiting to greet their families and friends after
international flights. For the past 11 years, as [ have returned home
from Korea, Ethiopia, and China, my parents have met me at the
top of that ramp each and every time, a smile and hug making the
challenges of living overseas seemingly all worth it. The cultural
dichotomies I must traverse, from opaque communication to biased
regulations oftentimes make semesters feel like years, and those
flights home seem like intergalactic trips from another galaxy. Yet as
the clean, cool air of Southern California washes over me with relief,
I immediately feel the intimacy of home, a place and idea which can

never be matched.

Whenever people ask me about Africa, I always reply that it was
an “experience”. I spent two years living and teaching in Ethiopia,
and coming away from it, I hold the definition of that word to
still ring true: it certainly was an experience; a complex time that

had peaks and valleys but which ultimately left me the better for

it. And after having lived and taught in China for more than four

years, | remain grateful for my time in Africa, as it unknowingly
prepared me for life here, more than I could have ever imagined.
Both personally and professionally, I was able to grow in Ethiopia,
navigating a complex political and educational system that in a lot of

ways, mirrors my experiences in China.

I think that education oftentimes gets compartmentalized as
something that only happens inside of classrooms, or by extension,

on campuses. Yet this shortsighted categorization misses the
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lessons learned in real life, of which the classroom itself should
be a microcosm. The various abilities of people you work with,
the mitigating rules applied arbitrarily, and even the cautiously
optimistic adherence to scheduling which can, and does, change
on a moment’s notice. Learning to traverse these obstacles are a
type of education that will ultimately serve more than memorizing
a quadratic equation or a TOEFL vocabulary word, and it acts as a
testament to perseverance more so than studying for any test. Over
the course of my four years at Southern University of Science and
Technology (SUSTech) it is the individual people I have met, and
grown to trust, who have helped make this Californian’s life in

Shenzhen a bearable and more fulfilling experience.

Spread across the university campus are qualified, competent, and
committed faculty and staff who value punctuality, patience, and
professionalism and whom I regularly turn to for help or support.
From money to matriculation matters, and from collaboration to
cooperation, these are the people I prefer to work with when things

need to get done without the bane of excuses. Not passing off to

Matthew with the Staff English Book Club, reading a novel by Peter Hessler




someone else or redirecting blame, but instead, taking responsibility
and speaking truth without motives, I am grateful for those whom I
work well with absent the convoluted intricacies of policy acting as
an impenetrable lane which they cannot veer from. Rather, finding
and working towards a solution goes to highlight their critical
thinking skills and creative abilities, putting a prescribed motto
into actual practice, not simply satisfied with a proposed adage.
These are the people I will continue to communicate with through
platforms more meaningful that WeChat after I am gone, and
whom [ will reference as part of my continued global professional

development; not only dreamers, but doers.

There’s an indescribable beauty in listening to a song in a

language you don’t understand, instead letting the music itself act as
a translator, where living is easy through eyes closed. Throughout
my four years in China, I have learned to plot my course through
a filter of illiteracy, questioning both directives and directions
construed through ambivalence. Yet again, I find reliance on
individuals as a powerful tool for navigation, displacing deceit
for development. The empty promise of tomorrow rings hollow
without evidence, but the hope for (the) future remains true with
trust. Across SUSTech’s campus there are individuals who bring
an authentic smile to my face, not one of those simply masked for a

selfie or brochure.

Shenzhen is a city supposedly built on “speed” but which at times,
can seemingly move along at a glacial pace, for reasons which to an
outsider, are unclear. In a number of respects, SUSTech, too, has
seen incredible development over the past 10 years, nestled into a
discreet enclave of Shenzhen, and trying to keep pace with its host
city though a commitment to entrepreneurship and innovation. Yet it
is the broader reach on an international stage, which I believe, marks
a sustainable direction the university continuously follows that sets
it on a path truly underlining the global implications of catchphrases
such as “innovation”. From partnerships with international
companies within the city, to collaboration with global universities

across the world, the reach of SUSTech is both local and universal.

Countries are no longer separated by large oceans, but rather,
interconnected through networks of instantaneous communication,
laid through a system of technology which is continuously
developing. And while the fundamental applications are certainly

being both discussed and designed in laboratories and classrooms

around campus, the language of globalization is also a key

Matthew with English students on the Horn of Africa

component of bridging divides, and similarly, must be addressed.
Labeled as a “foreigner” wherever I have been over the past 11
years, I am keenly aware of meanings being lost in translation,
and as part of my effort as a global educator, I make every attempt
to help others understand the power of words. Communication,
whether it is local or global isn’t just necessarily about the content,
but the delivery. In a world inundated with abbreviations and
emoticons which fail to convey meaning, we sometimes lose track

of the value of authentic language; not code, but words; not text, but

poetry.

Over the course of my four years living and teaching in China,
I have perhaps learned more than I have taught. This is usually
the case with any good teacher, and my experiences at SUSTech
continue to support this trend, a partner in the classroom with my
students. Aiming to break the hierarchal model of learning, I try to
instill a paradigm of cooperation whereby we share ideas and gain
strength from each other’s knowledge instead of having a top-down
structure. As in life, lessons are learned through experiences, which,
ultimately, is why I continue to do this from country to country and
year to year. Those experiences on trains speeding down the Korean
peninsula, those experiences on busses rolling across the Ethiopian
highway, and of course, those experiences on flights channeling

home from Chinese dreams.

Upon descent at LAX, I always peer out the cabin window to the
endless horizon below, lucky if I am on the side of the plane which
elbows the Pacific, that shimmering blue letting me know that it’s
not as hard, hard, hard as it seems. The experiences from yesterday
hidden in the chasms of my mind, while I wonder how tomorrow

could ever follow today.
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Life in SUSTech:

with Uncertainty and with Joy

It's been a year since I came to SUSTech, numerous things are
impressive, but also some hard time I have to come over. Thinking i

about all those experience, I have lots of things to say. So let's me
i gave us a short introduction of SUSTech and then he let a senior lead

start with the story of the reason I chose SUSTech.

To be honest, I never thought I will go to SUSTech when I am

applying for university. I never knew the university’s existence until

I started applying for universities somewhere around January 2019!

But why SUSTech? During June 2019, I have received offers from

several universities, including SUSTech, Hong Kong Polytechnic

University and Hong Kong City University.

Because I was undecided on which university to choose, my

parents decided to take me on a trip to Hong Kong and Shenzhen to

BRHFA SUSTech Student Press

visit the universities in person.

I met up with Professor Chris from the GEO department, who

us to tour the university. This tour impressed me a lot, SUSTech has
excellent resources and I want to be a part of a growing and thriving

university. I decided to pursue my degree in SUSTech then.

Many surprises were waiting for me after I came to SUSTech,
I should say both the campus and the people in SUSTech are

impressive.

I made wonderful friends from not only China but also from other
countries such as Cambodia and Vietnam.We have fun together and

help each other on our courses, the time passedwith them are of joy.



However, unfortunately, because of the pandemic, I haven’t made

any new friends since Chinese New Year. What’s worse, I even
haven’t met some of my closest friends face to face for almost a

year!

I really hope this pandemic would be over soon, I miss my life in

the campus so much.

I should say all of the professors I met are great. But if I have to

choose the most impressive one, I will choose my advisor Professor : . . . - .
P Y ¢ pandemic has certainly made things difficult for me, since I have

Wang Hsing Lin, who has given me great advice on my studies and i to do everything online, including lab classes, where I have no

will always willing to help whenever I have any problems.

the GEO department who has been such a wonderful help in solving

any difficulties that I had when living in China and even now where :
i can choose to have our GPA counted because we did work hard for

I have to take courses online.

SUSTech implements collegiatesystem, and I love my college

Zhixin a lot.The counselors and seniors are always willing to help us
i and teaching assistants are quite accommodating and are doing a

in our daily lives, such as organizing people to move our stuff to the

new dorm as we are unavailable to move due to the pandemic. I miss

living in the dorm now, and I hope one day I can return to join my

colleagues in celebrating the Mooncake Festival which I regretfully

was unable to attend this year.

Memories in SUSTech are also colorful and of consequence.

After I came to SUSTech, I haveexperienced many important
eventslcherish. One of them is the trip to Guangzhou organized by
the GEO department,it was very fun and memorable, I got to explore
more of the Chinese culture and to bond with my friends during that

trip.

The next one is the Zhixin Reunion Day organized by my college

international roommates singing the college songs. I also got to

witness many other wonderful performances, they are meaningful

and heart-warming, I can feel the unity of our college from them.

However, except the joy, I also went through some hard time in :

SUSTech.

Studies are difficult for me when I came to SUSTech, especially

i since the material that is covered in Cambridge A-level examination

that I took.It is quite different from what is covered in GaoKao, so

i it certainly took me quite a while to adapt. However, with the help
! of the teachers and my friends, I was able to slowly adapt to the

learning style in SUSTech.

I still feel that the lessons are challenging now, and I am in

the process of trying to adapt to the difficulty of the courses. The

opportunities to have and hands-on experience. Besides, it also has

. . ¢ made exam-taking harder, where last semester international students
Another professor that I also look up to is Professor Chris from g

i are forced to take Pass/Fail because we are unable to make it back to

school. Hopefully, this semester the policy would change so that we

¢ our studies.

The only silver lining to this situation is that the professors

wonderful job helping us to have a better class experience.

For the major, I am currently considering Material Science and

Engineering and Biomedical Engineering. Biomaterials is my

favorite subjects, so when I first came to SUSTech, I wanted to

i major in Material Science and Engineering. However, my advisor

advised me to consider Biomedical Engineering too, because he told

i me that currently there is no professor undergoing research about

i biomaterials in the Material Science and Engineering Faculty in

SUSTech.Now I am taking courses from both majors to find out my

interest, it is hard but I know I have to do so. I would like to advise

the freshman students make more attempts before finally determine

the college, but please don’t be too late since you don’t have such

i time.
Zhixin. In this events, I got to perform with both Chinese and

SUSTech is set for greatness, with excellent resources, teaching

faculty and students. I believe SUSTech will eventually grow to

! become a great university that is known all over the globe for its

research as a leading pioneer in all fields.

Written by Xinrui Gong
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